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Boshringer Ingelheim
Pharmareuticals, Inc,

OSWER Docket,

- EPA Docket Center , o
.. Environmental Pro orn. Agenc
Mail code 5305T - ‘
' 1200 Pennsylvanig riue, NW
Wwashington, DC 20460
‘ July 8, 2003

Attention Docket ID'No RCRA-2003-0012

Arthur Slesingar

Gentlemen: Telephone (203) 798-5075
Telefax (203) 731-6476
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc Emall: aslesing@rdg.boehringer-
(BIPI) provides the following information and ingefheim.com
suggegtions to the EPA regarding the issues by 900 Ridgebury Rd/P.0. Box 368

the June 3% Federal Register Notice and raised Ridgefieid, (T 06877-0368

at the June 18" public hearing on Hazardous Waste
in Research Laboratories. BIPI ‘strongly believes
that there are several inherent flaws in the
agency’s RCRA rules and the rules as crafted do
recognize the specific needs and issues raised in
research laboratories. A few simple changes to
the rules would make management of the waste much
"easler without in anyway compromising environmental
protection.

Laboratory waste is typically generated in very
small quantities and becomes “discarded” at variable
periods depending on many other events. Typically a
material will be held until analytical results
confirm or deny the research has yielded the desired
end product. Even after a dlsapp01nt1ng result, that
is not to say the material is ready to be discarded
as further purification or processing may produce the
desired result or a different but useful end poznt
This leads to several opportunltles.
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2. Since laboratory waste i8 typically.ggnérated in very
small quantities, making each lab a satellite accumulation area is
not always workable.  Many laboratories would prefer to co-mingle
the waste in a large container (typically 55 or 30 gallon drums).
However the definition of “under the controcl of the generatoxr”
would suggest that everyone using the container must have the
container in his line of egight or cther similar ilmpossible
configurations. A way to resolve this, is again, the point of
generation is not;tT lab but ,“,per the location of commingling
or where a RCRA sp
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‘ éarly imposgible when
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containers. The RCRA speciali an then ju ge from his kncwledge
of what transplresrzn the laboratory, whethe”hor not a specific
vial meets the hazardous waste deflnltlon. Keep in mind the most
serious flaw in the current RCRA rule is that there is NO de
minimis quantity on manifest. Hence a vial W1th S micrograms of

mercury has the same regulatory lezgatlons of a 76 pound flask.

3. Labeling small vials of
one discusses containers of 1 of
laboratory that generated the
placed on the outside of a cont

-This becomes very cnerous when the paper work is congsidered. A

lab pack can have 30 to 40 pages of individual descriptions of
very small vials. By providing an exemption for detailing small
vials of hazardous waste headed for the same treatment, the Agency
would make for more efficient waste disposal process.
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manner degrade the ‘environments : vaCt1CES already
provided by the cellection process In fact, use of smaller
containers less than 20 liters affords a great degree of
environmental protection and safety because it minimizes the
extent and volume of incidental spills. An exclusion that grants
generators the ability to store full containérs less than 20
liters for 7 days should be congidered,

5. Laboratory personnel do neutralize waste but they should
alsoc be allowed to deactivate reactive material. This would mean
"neutralizing” unconsumed reac with a quenching agent or other
process steps. Id e stepsfa frequently
considered art of the process rather than a treatment step, but
deactivation should,be made par of the allowable treatment
processes that Qo wotrrequlre ‘status.

'HPLC waste where the analytical
50 ‘1nterpretatlons

6. .
device drains into i ,i ainer.

others have suggested they areleach indeed SAA A clear pollcy
interpretation or guidance that the digcarding occurs not when the
machine rejects the material but when the operator removes the
container from the\machlne would be useful.
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We would be pleased to demonstrate our waste management
practices at the Ridgefield, Connecticut site or mere fully
describe how the RCRA regulations are really stralned when they
are applied to research laboratories. u

Thank you for yOurﬂﬁbnsiderat;

Very truly yours,

(o B Lpecnzer ¢,
Arthur E, Sleé?égerzvu
Corporate Dlrectof Enwlronmen

Affairs énﬁ‘Safety




